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The purpose of the Association for Analytic Learning about Islam and Muslim Societies 
(AALIMS) is to promote analytic research of Muslim societies, with a focus on the 
roles of culture and religion in social, economic, and political trends in both the past 
and the present. It serves as a forum for the discussion and critical evaluation of 
relevant research that uses advanced descriptive, theoretical and empirical methods 
of the modern social sciences. It puts a premium on interdisciplinary exchanges as a 
means of fostering comprehensive analyses of Muslim societies and their institutions. 
Thus, it seeks to broaden contacts among economists, historians, legal scholars, 
political scientists and sociologists working on the Muslim world. It reaches out also 
to humanists, especially specialists on Islam or a part of the Muslim world, who share 
an appreciation of applying empirical and theoretical methods of the social sciences to 
the social, political, historical, or economic study of Muslim societies. The association
avoids political activism of all kinds. It shall have no political affiliation. Imposing no 
limits on the inferences made or conclusions reached, it considers unrestricted schol-
arly debate and discussion as essential to intellectual advancement and refinement. 
(www.aalims.org)

CONFERENCE WEBSITE
https://aalims.org
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SPONSORED BY THE ASSOCIATION FOR ANALYTIC LEARNING ABOUT ISLAM AND 

MUSLIM SOCIETIES (AALIMS), BOBST CENTER FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, 
WORKSHOP ON ARAB POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT, AND PRINCETON SCHOOL 

OF PUBLIC AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.



Day 1:  April 8, 2022

STUDENT WORKSHOP
8:00-8:30 BREAKFAST AND REGISTRATION

8:30-10:45 Political Behavior

Chair: Faisal Z. Ahmed (Princeton University)

Tiffany M. Simon (Princeton University)
“Policies of Happiness and Citizen Response in Gulf Authoritarian States”

Ameni Mehrez (Central European University)
“When Right is Left: Values and Voting Behavior in Tunisia”

Daniel Tavana (Yale University)
“Endogenous Opposition”

10:45-11:00 BREAK

11:00-12:30 The Political Economy of Media

Chair: Dana Burde (New York University)

Safaa Al-Saeedi (Northwestern University and Harvard University)
“What Determines Who Controls the Media in Saudi Arabia?”

Fatih Serkant Adıgüzel (Duke University and Harvard University)
“Favor Exchanges and Pro-Government Media Bias”

12:30-2:00 BOXED LUNCH

CONFERENCE
2:00-3:30 Functions of Religion

Chair: Lisa Blaydes (Stanford University)

Jeanet Sinding Bentzen (University of Copenhagen) and Güneş Gökmen 
Lund University)
“The Power of Religion”

Fatih Serkant Adıgüzel (Duke University and Harvard University) and 
Timur Kuran (Duke University)
“The Islamic Waqf: Instrument of Unequal Security, Temporal and Posthumous”

3:30-4:00 BREAK

4:00-5:30 Global Economic Patterns

Chair: Timur Kuran (Duke University)

Lisa Blaydes (Stanford University)
“Old World Trade Diasporas”

Amaney Jamal (Princeton University)
“The Global Segregation of the Poor”

Day 2: April 9, 2022

CONFERENCE
8:30-9:00 BREAKFAST

9:00-10:30 Identities

Chair: Güneş Gökmen (Lund University)

Thomas Pepinsky (Cornell University) and Risa Toha (Yale-NUS College)
“The Political Construction of Indigeneity: Theory and Evidence from Indonesia.”

Aslı Cansunar (University of Washington) and Tuğba Bozçağa (Kings College, London)
“The Education Dilemma: Favoring the In-Group or Assimilating the Out-Group?”

10:30-11:00 BREAK

11:00-12:30 Transitions

Chair: Tahir Andrabi (Pomona College)

Killian Clarke (Georgetown University), Chantal Berman (Georgetown University) and 
Rima Majed (American University of Beirut)
“Revolutions in Flawed Democracies: The Lebanese Thawra and Iraq’s Tishreen 
Uprising in Comparative Perspective”

Saad Gulzar (Stanford University), Tanushree Goyal (Harvard University) and 
Feyaad Allie (Stanford University)
“The Cultural Impacts of Salient Political Events”

12:30-2:00 BOXED LUNCH

2:00-3:30 Gender Gaps

Chair: Thomas Pepinsky (Cornell University)

Steve Monroe (Yale NUS College) and Jasmine Bhatia (SOAS University of London)
“Insecurity and Support for Female Leadership in Conflict-Prone States: Evidence 
from Afghanistan”

Djavad Salehi-Isfahani (Virginia Technical University) and Sara Taghvatalab 
(Christopher Newport University)
“Electrification and the Closing of the Gender Gap in Education in Rural Iran”

3:30-4:00 BREAK

4:00-5:30 Households and Perceptions

Chair: Saad Gulzar (Stanford University)

Tahir Andrabi (Pomona College)
“Family Formation, Migration and Work: Results from the LEAPS Long Term House-
hold Survey (2003-2018)”

Amaney Jamal (Princeton University),  David Romney (Brigham Young University), 
and Dustin Tingley (Harvard University)
“What Affects Attitudes towards US-centered Conspiracy Theories in the Arab 
Middle East?”


